
Written submission from Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) following  the 
Waste Evidence Session on 20 June 2017 

Provide information on Scotland’s ability and capability to decommission an oil and gas 
platform using the single lift method. 

Scotland does not currently have the capability on the east coast of to accept Heavy Lift Vessels 
(HLV) with decommissioned modules that weigh over 5,000 tonnes. The constraint being the draught 
requirement (depth of water required to allow access of vessel to the quayside) of the HLV.  When 
loaded with modules weighing over 8,000 tonnes, HLV would typically require a draught of 20 to 30 
metres. The quayside requires to be designed so that it can take the footprint of the returning 
modules (single lift or split load) and the load (weight per unit area). The majority of existing 
quaysides are not built to take such loadings and the development of an ultra-deep water quayside on 
the east coast is currently being explored.  Lerwick has a capability to take small to medium module 
loads (i.e. around 5,000-8,000 tonnes) using a vessel operating at minimum draught and requiring 
good weather to offload.   

Does Scotland have sufficient raw material available for decommissioning purposes to justify 
the spend on the infrastructure required- you offered to provide a cost benefit analysis on this 
and further clarification that oil companies currently take rigs to wherever is nearest for 
decommissioning? 

The business case for an ultra-deep quay is based on 38 large offshore platforms located in the 
Northern North Sea and Central North Sea and each one could be a single lift option. The UK 
Continental Shelf region (UKCS) does not have a suitable reception quayside (not taking account of 
the Hartlepool “Iron Maiden” transfer vessel option to Ables Seaton yard).  The timing and 
decommissioning of platforms is estimated to start in 2017 with an approximate end date of 2033. 
Peaks in decommissioning work is expected in 2028 and 2033. The likely cost of developing a 
suitable ultra-deep water quay is currently estimated at around £50 million and quayside returns are 
estimated in the region of 2 – 6% of around £500 million per platform.  However, the cost benefit does 
not stop at the quayside as there are further potential revenue streams through the value of the 
material.  The cost benefit can also include transportation to the nearest suitable quayside where a 
Heavy Lift Vessel is circa £1 million per day when fully loaded. Norway is just over a day’s transit and 
Shetland Islands less than a day.    

The Committee suggested that it would be useful for SEPA in conjunction with Zero Waste 
Scotland to provide the committee with an outline of the points both organisations made in 
relation to the future infrastructure map for Scotland.  
 
Zero Waste Scotland and SEPA are working closely to understand the future infrastructure needs and 
as stated in Zero Waste Scotland’s written evidence submission, we have concluded that a 0.4 to 1.2 
million tonne shortage in non-landfill residual treatment capacity is very likely. This means that 
Scotland will need to export this waste to elsewhere in the UK or EU member states for treatment in 
order to comply with the 1st January 2021 biodegradable municipal waste landfill ban.  The 2021 
Landfill Ban applies to all residual municipal solid waste (black bag waste).  For further details on the 
analysis, please see Zero Waste Scotland’s written response to the ECCLR Committee and the 
section on the 2021 landfill ban.  
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